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     At December 11, 1996, the aggregate market value of the registrant's Common
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                                   ----------

     Pursuant to the requirements of Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on
its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

         Date:  January 24, 1997

                              CENTRAL GARDEN & PET COMPANY

                              By /s/ WILLIAM E. BROWN
                                 -------------------------------------



                                 William E. Brown
                                 Chairman of the Board
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, this report
has been signed below by the following persons on behalf of the registrant and
in the capacities indicated.

<TABLE>
<CAPTION>
       Signature                      Capacity                      Date
       ---------                      --------                      ----
<S>                       <C>                                 <C>
/s/ WILLIAM E. BROWN      Chairman and Chief Executive        January 24, 1997
- ------------------------  Officer (Principal Executive
William E. Brown          Officer
 
/s/ ROBERT B. JONES       Vice President, Chief Financial     January 24, 1997
- ------------------------  Officer (Principal Financial
Robert B. Jones           Officer and Principal Accounting
                          Officer)
 
/s/ GLENN W. NOVOTNY      Director                            January 24, 1997
- ------------------------
Glenn W. Novotny

/s/ DANIEL P. HOGAN, JR.  Director                            January 24, 1997
- ------------------------
Daniel P. Hogan, Jr.

/s/ LEE D. HINES, JR.     Director                            January 24, 1997
- ------------------------
Lee D. Hines, Jr.
</TABLE>
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